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	St. James Project Kiev

	May the words of my mouth and the whispering of my heart, in your presence, oh Lord, my rock, my redeemer.
PS. 19:14
	 My return to Kiev has given me new contacts and new view of God’s work in Ukraine.I have met with several alumni and began the first steps to gather information and learn a bit of history of what has taken place in their lives since graduation from St. James Bible college. 
I have visited a few of the churches in the last 3 weeks here. I am in contact with local pastorsand I am planning to meet with them and find out more about ministry in Ukraine and what has changed and what is happening now. I was at services at Christian Hope, New Life and New Generation churches.  The pastors have been so welcoming and speak highly of the alumni they have worked with and who are in their Churches. 
I had the opportunity to meet with Pastor Gennady & Larissa Kernozhitsky who are alumni and pastors in Minsk, Belorussia. Gennady is the senior pastor and has planted 3 churches in Belorussia.  Despite resistance from the current government in Belorussia he has been able to continue his ministry in this country. All foreign missionaries have been deported from the country and not allowed to minister any longer in Belorussia. Gena and his wife have continued with God’s help and some international intervention. At one time the government was to shut down a neighboring church so pastor Gennady got together local pastors and announced and fast/hungerstrike to support the church and resist its illegal shut down. The press conference that was held gained international attention and the US ambassador as well as 10 other ambassadors from European countries paid a visit to the church. The Belorussian government seeing the international attention this brought about that it allowed the congregation to continue and the church was not shutdown. Currently the situation for the Belorussian church is peaceful and the government is not hindering ministry there. Unfortunately, foreign missionaries are not allowed to minister in Belorussia so our support of local pastors is important. 
Another alumnus I had the opportunity to meet was Alexnder Pavlyuk. He is from group #105 Class of ’95.  After graduating from St. James he went on to study at seminary and taught in the seminary for several years. He now is a pastor of a congregation in western Ukraine. 
He has been actively working with his church and also building a fellowship of pastors and churches in the Ukraine. Currently the fellowships consists of pastors from protestant, orthodox and catholic churches. They meet at conferences that Alexander organizes in the western region of the country. He says that the greatest need is to support the local pastors as this region is not industrialized nor does it have much commerce. This is a challenge for the local minsters since most must have full time employment to support their families as well as a full time ministry. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Svetlana Monastyrskaya, (class of 2000) spent some time with me discussing ministry in Kiev. Her time in college was one of the best times of her life. She was so amazed that in her home town she had the opportunity to study bible and loved the atmosphere of the college. Studying and fellowshipping with other Christians all day was so different from the world outside. Since graduating from St. James worked in a few different churches. Worship leader and teaching in church was her joy. Currently, she is working as a manger for a cosmetic company and is a member of New Generation church. She is currently an assistant to Pastor Igor and his family. 





[image: ][image: ]Fall evening in Kiev
Dinner with Pastor Gennady and Larissa Kernozhitskiy, class of ‘91
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Wedding at my beautiful local church just a few blocks from my apartment. 
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